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Introduc)on to Advent — Preparing Room 

 Welcome to the season of Advent. The word itself comes from the La7n 
“Adventus” which means “arrival” and signifies the 7me of the year when we 
focus on God’s arrival in the world in the infant Christ.  In the Western 
Hemisphere, this 7me of reflec7on coincides with the Winter Sols7ce, when 
nature itself seems to retreat inward; hiberna7ng in prepara7on for the new life 
that will emerge in the Spring. In the same way, the quiet darkness of Advent 
invites us to look inward, to take note of the places within us that have become 
cluKered by the things of this world, and to make space within ourselves in 
prepara7on for God’s presence to dwell in us. 
 For that is the great mystery and miracle of Christmas—the incarna7on—
when angels sing and shepherds fall on their knees in awe of an infant, God in the 
flesh.  God’s arrival in our world in the most vulnerable of bodies shows us that we 
are where God chooses to make God’s home. Our flesh, our experiences, our 
world maKers to God so much that God chose to become all of it, and in 
becoming us, God chose to make us Holy. 
 Over the next four weeks we will explore together the themes of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love. Each one building to the other, culmina7ng in the revela7on 
of God’s very self; and we will be asking ourselves what we need to do to prepare 
room for God to dwell in our own lives; what do we need to let go of in order to 
make space for God’s work, God’s very presence within us? 

Pastor Jess 



First Week of Advent — Hope — November 28 - December 4 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that <me I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute jus<ce and righteousness in 
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 Jeremiah lived around 600 years before Christ was born.  He was a prophet telling 
people what God was telling him.  Most of what Jeremiah said was cri7cal of the way his 
fellow countrymen behaved.  Their sinning and corrup7on was rampant.  This passage 
from Jeremiah, however, speaks of a beKer 7me that is coming.  That a Branch will 
spring up from David to bring jus7ce and righteousness in the land.  This surely sounds 
like what we could recognize as the birth of Jesus.  We can interpret Jeremiah’s passage 
to say that Jesus will be born to show the world the way to live to have a right 
rela7onship with God. 
 We are going to celebrate the birth of Jesus in the near future.  Jesus came to 
earth 2000 years ago and many of the people of this earth are s7ll sinning and corrupt.  
That means, however, that there are many who do live a Godly life trying to overcome 
the sinning and corrup7on of others.  I like to think we are trying to live a life that is in a 
right rela7onship with God.   
 I am looking forward to celebra7ng Christmas, the birth of Christ, this year as I 
have for the past 76 years.  I hope you are also. 

Prayer:   
 Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus.  He shows us that You love us 
and really do care about us.  Be with us as we learn from Jesus how to show Your love to 
others.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen 

Dennis Willaman 



1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 

 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 
our God because of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that 
you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his saints. 

 If we are full of God’s love, it will overflow to others.  It is not enough merely to be 
courteous to others; we must ac7vely and persistently show love to them. 
 Hopefully our capacity to love is con7nually growing and, when needed, we know 
we are always able to ask God to fill us again with His never-ending supply.  Then, let us 
look for opportuni7es to express His love. 

Prayer: 
 We thank you for all that You have given to us.  We know there is more to 
Chris7an living than simply loving other Chris7ans.  Please help us to treat each other 
with respect and dignity and whatever we do, to do it faithfully. Please help us to be a 
posi7ve force in our daily lives and society.  Amen. 

Sharon Wendt 



Psalm 25: 1-10 

 To you, O Lord, I liO up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to 
shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to 
shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, 
and teach me, for you are the God of my salva<on; for you I wait all day long.  
 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been 
from of old.  Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 
your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  He leads 
the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.  1All the paths of 
the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his 
decrees. 

 To me it feels like every single verse in Psalm 25 could be its own sermon, so 
condensing this is difficult. I believe the psalmist to be saying here that it is vital that we 
lib up our souls to God. We trust and wait on God with an assured certainty that he is 
with us. We pray to have a lifelong desire that God will direct our paths and indeed He 
will if we allow it. 
 When God pardons our sins there is the blessed promise that He will remember it 
no more, God’s grace and boundless mercy cover our sins.  He instructs us in the way of 
goodness and His ways are wriKen on our hearts. 
 To keep His covenant and His decrees is to look into the future believing that God 
never forsakes us and offers us His constant guidance and protec7on. 
  
Prayer: 
 Gracious God we trust You with our whole being. Protect us from our enemies and 
the constant dangers of this world. Teach us your ways Lord and let that teaching be 
known to us and shared. Lead us in truth always trus7ng in Your mercy. Forgive our sins 
and lead us to lives of simplicity and earnestness. Let us dwell in Your love and 
faithfulness all of our days. In Your divine love, Amen. 
  
Lynda ParroK 



Luke 21: 25-36 
 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among na<ons confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from 
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemp<on is drawing near.” 
 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  
Truly I tell you, this genera<on will not pass away un<l all things have taken place.  
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  “Be on guard so that 
your hearts are not weighed down with dissipa<on and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all <mes, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.” 

 Pastor men7oned to not get too much into history and keep it brief. Let me 
explain for our genera7on; in order for your GPS to tell you where you’re going you have 
to know where you’ve been! 
 We’ve all heard the message of wars and rumors of wars in the book of MaKhew 
(chapter 24). Mark also speaks of end 7mes (Mark 13: 24-37) tying his message to the 
destruc7on of the temple in Jerusalem. Luke is a bit more vague in his telling talking of 
fig trees and spring. All are saying to be prepared as not even Jesus knows when that 
end 7me is, only God.  
 Even though Luke is wri7ng his message two decades aber Mark, its relevance s7ll 
holds.  All are urging us to be prepared as it will come upon us like a thief in the night. 
Our understanding from genera7on to genera7on varies in accordance with what 
oppression or discoveries are happening at the 7me.  The books of Luke and Acts later 
reiterate that it may be today. We need to understand that when they talk of the world, 
they use the word “oik” or “mene” or “ecumene” which in ancient Greek means the 
known inhabitable world.  People of that 7me would understand this to be the Roman 
empire. That was their world, their life, poli7cs, economy, natural disasters, etc. 
 So from Moses to Mar7n Luther and on to Mar7n Luther King Jr. the message is 
there; the words and descrip7ons may vary, but the underlying context remains. We all 
want that glimpse of what is to come. There will be many who will try to describe it in 



their own understanding of 7me The promise makes what we’re going through bearable, 
we see light at the end of the tunnel. The Light that shines so bright and so clear that we 
want to be a part of it. Hold true to your faith and it will lead you out of the dark. 

Prayer:  
 Father keep us ever vigilant so that we will be prepared. Keep our eyes on the 
light that You brought into this world. We thank you for that light that illuminates the 
way and leads us to everlas7ng peace.  Amen 
  
Rob ParroK 

Second Week of Advent — Peace — December 5 - 11 

Malachi 3: 1-4 

 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, un<l they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 I heard a comment once, that “Every year I say I am not ready for Christmas, but 
every year Christmas comes anyway.”  There is much to do: shopping, baking, 
decora7ng, wri7ng cards. These tasks are probably what the speaker was considering. 
Christmas will come whether they are accomplished or not. If we don’t make every kind 
of cookie, it doesn’t maKer. Christmas celebra7ons mark the birth of the Savior, and we 
can be prepared for that in our hearts without all the fuss and hurry. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Prayer: 
 Heavenly Father, bless us with the ability to focus on your Son’s birth while we 
mark the day and the season with joyful celebra7ons. Amen. Hallelujah.  

Julia Wentz 



Philippians 1: 3-11 
 I thank my God every <me I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
un<l now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to comple<on by the day of Jesus Christ. 
 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirma<on of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 
may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 The Chris7an life is a life of movement. We are moving through our own life’s 
journey year by year, but we are also moving through different eras in the life of our 
family, our congrega7on, our community, our na7on, and the world. Think of how much 
life has changed since 2001, or even since 2019. 
 Chris7ans are never standing s7ll with nothing to do. In this passage, Saint Paul 
reveals the con7nuous dynamic mo7on in his own life, as he spends 7me every day 
thinking about and praying for the Chris7ans in each of the congrega7ons he planted or 
visited. This con7nuous mo7on in the Chris7an life is heading in a specific direc7on, 
guided by the Holy Spirit—the One who began a good work in us and will bring it to 
comple7on. This end point, or finish line, which Paul calls the “harvest of righteousness,” 
will be marked with overflowing love and knowledge and insight. In this Advent season, 
we pray that our own lives will reflect the harvest of righteousness as we await the 
coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Prayer: 
 Come, Lord Jesus, into our world and into our hearts. Help us know You and love 
You, so that our love may overflow. Help us to live our lives in a way that reveals God’s 
love to the people around us. Amen 

Tom Ludwig 



Luke 3: 1-6 

 In the fiOeenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pon<us Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachoni<s, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness.  He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a bap<sm of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is wri^en in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salva<on of God.’” 

 In telling us to “Prepare the way for the Lord, and make straight paths for Him”, 
Luke is wri7ng about John the Bap7st, who, emerging out of the wilderness, preached a 
“bap7sm of repentance” that would lead to the forgiveness of our sins. Luke’s message 
was primarily wriKen to a non-Jewish audience. His quote, taken from the prophet 
Isaiah, tells us that “All mankind will see God’s salva7on.” Just like Mar7n Luther, many 
years later, Luke writes that everyone will never be denied the salva7on of Jesus Christ, 
no maKer our stature, ethnicity, or any other standings we might have. No one who 
follows Christ will ever be an outsider.    
  
Prayer:  
 Lord, thank you for the message of John, the Bap7st. Help me to live a bap7sm of 
repentance every day, and help me to show others the way You have prepared for them. 

EllioK Eisaman 



Luke 1: 68-79 
 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the 
mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that 
he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of 
our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all 
our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salva<on to his people by the 
forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 This reading assures me that God is watching over us and puts “mighty saviors” in 
our lives to help save us from our enemies, whatever or whoever that may be. 
 One of my enemies is rushing through life and not taking 7me to pay aKen7on to 
those mighty saviors, whoever that may be at the 7me.  But, I know God is merciful and 
He has everything in control.  So I don’t need to fear what is going to happen, I only 
need to live my life as He wants me to.   
 I think He wants me to help others with the knowledge I’ve learned from the 
mighty saviors in my life through my life experiences.  I believe God gives us the 
opportunity for a beKer life any7me.  All we have to do is ask and He will lighten our life 
load un7l our earth life is done and we get to experience His peace.   

Prayer: 
 Lord, please give me the strength and courage to share Your grace and mercies 
that I’ve experienced;  to be a disciple.  Amen 

Julie Wolff and mother 



Third Week of Advent — Joy — December 12 - 18 

Zephaniah 3: 14-20 
 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear 
disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 
your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of fes<val. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that <me. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in 
all the earth.  At that <me I will bring you home, at the <me when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 For a lot of my life I felt people judge me.  That was because instead of being the 
person God created me to be, I tried to be what I thought other people wanted me to 
be. 
 It took a broken son and marriage for me to let all the judging go and turn to a 
power greater than me — God.  It was then that I finally found that I was good enough 
just the way I was.  I felt God’s love for me and actually started loving myself.  
 For me, shame turned into love and now I am able to love others and hopefully 
live the rest of my life as God wants.   

Prayer: 
 God, thank you for always being in my life and giving me strength to go through 
the hard 7mes.  With You, I can do this.  Amen. 

Julie Wolff 



Philippians 4: 4-7 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplica<on with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

 In the best of 7mes and the worst of 7mes these verses are powerful!  To be 
thankful to God all the 7me, brings joy.  Especially for His gib of salva7on. Oben I reflect 
on all God has done in my life through the Church. How thankful I am for my parents 
migra7ng to America and raising my sister and me in this wonderful  country.  They had 
the freedom to bring us to  worship in a Lutheran church which was part of their German 
heritage.  All the blessings! The pastors that guided us, the rela7onships we formed, 
learning how to accept and love our neighbors and knowing God is good!  I feel  joy 
when I  thank  and praise God.  It does not, however, discount trials and tribula7ons. 
 Of course, as we all know, “life happens.” We have anxiety, fear, trials and 
tribula7ons.  Now here’s where we get some help:  “LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE 
KNOWN TO GOD”.  God is a good listener. In Proverbs we are told. “trust in the Lord with 
all your heart”, In 1Peter 5: 6-7 , “leave all your worries with Him, because he cares for 
you”.   And another reassuring verse, Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know I have plans for you, 
“declares the Lord”, “plans to prosper you and and not to harm you, plans to give you a 
hope and a future”.  I oben  mentally sing hymns like:  “I cast all my cares upon You, I lay 
all my burdens down at Your feet, and whenever I don’t know what to do, I lay all my 
cares upon You”.  God listens! 
  “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus.”   HOW WONDERFUL IS THAT! 

Prayer: 
 As the birth of Jesus draws closer may we feel the comfort and power in rejoicing 
and giving thanks and praise to God for our salva7on and the many blessings in our life 
and the world around us. 

Ellie Buggeln 



Luke 3: 7-18 
 John said to the crowds that came out to be bap<zed by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do 
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.”   
 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”  In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be bap<zed, and they asked him, “Teacher, 
what should we do?”  He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusa<on, and be sa<sfied with your 
wages.” 
 As the people were filled with expecta<on, and all were ques<oning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 
“I bap<ze you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to un<e the thong of his sandals. He will bap<ze you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  So, with many other 
exhorta<ons, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 This was a great reading from Luke. John the Bap7st, a great man with many 
followers, proclaimed the "good news" to everyone who came to be bap7zed. John said 
Jesus is coming and He is the Messiah. "As the people were filled with expecta7on and 
all were ques7oning in their hearts concerning John whether he might be the Messiah. 
John answered all of them by saying 'I bap7ze you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming. I am not worthy to un7e the thong of his sandals. He will 
bap7ze you with the Holy Spirit and fire.'" This was a big deal and it really puts into 
perspec7ve the importance Jesus had during that 7me.  
 Earlier in the passage, John's followers had many ques7ons. They asked, "What 
then should we do? " John told them to be good Chris7ans. He said share their goods 
and food with the less fortunate. He told tax collectors to not collect more than is owed 
and soldiers to not use their power unjustly. This is a great lesson this 7me of year with 
the holidays coming up. Those of us who can afford to help people really must do so. 
Ways we can do this are by giving our 7me, talents and treasures to the church and 



groups in the local community. We can also look for acts of kindness throughout our 
daily lives. 

Prayer:   
 Dear God, help us to be charitable and honest towards others.  Help us to be 
giving of our 7me, talents and treasures to the church and to groups in the local 
community. Help us to look for and do acts of kindness throughout our daily lives. Thank 
you for sending Your Child into our world to bring us salva7on.  Amen. 

Perry Pearson 

Isaiah 12: 2-6 
 Surely God is my salva<on; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is 
my strength and my might; he has become my salva<on.  With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salva<on. 
 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make 
known his deeds among the na<ons; proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing praises to 
the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud and 
sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 The past year and a half has been hard, to put it mildly.  Who among us doesn’t 
know of someone close to us who has been sick or died of Covid.  It’s not been easy to 
“trust and not be afraid.”  And yet, we have that promise that a baby born in a stable in 
Bethlehem, comes down to enter into our pain and sorrow and assure us that He is with 
us and we will be with Him eternally.  Jesus is our salva7on so go ahead and shout and 
sing praises to our Savior.   

Prayer:   
 Lord we thank you for the gib of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith that 
we may always trust in You.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen 

Carolyn Willaman 



Fourth Week of Advent — Love — December 19 - 24 

Micah 5: 2-5a 
 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the li^le clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days.  Therefore he shall give them up un<l the <me when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And he 
shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread 
upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 

 Imagine yourself living in the era of Micah; hearing him speak the words of the 
prophesy and promise.  And then to hear of Jesus’ birthplace; the deliverance of the 
people of Israel and of life everlas7ng!  What a glorious Wonder!  What majesty that we, 
as Chris7ans, celebrate the Advent with honor and praise for the coming of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen 

Joan Lamb 



Hebrews 10: 5-10 
 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings 
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book 
it is wri^en of me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 
according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanc<fied 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 Whether you believe the apostle Paul wrote the Epistle to Hebrews or you 
aKribute it’s authorship to another Jewish writer, the message of the leKer is loud and 
clear; out with the old — in with the new!   
 Under the old set of rules, Jews were required to keep a variety of laws including 
making con7nuous offerings and sacrifices.  With the advent of Christ, however, the old 
was abolished in order to establish the new.  Through His coming, Jesus paved the way 
for our salva7on by offering Himself once for for all.   

Prayer:   
 Gracious Father, thank you for sending The Messiah to make the ul7mate sacrifice 
on the cross for all who believe.  In the past it was necessary to keep Your laws in order 
to be reconciled to You.  Now, the law has been fulfilled completely through faith in the 
sacrifice of Your Son.  Thanks be to God! 

Don Burmeister 



Luke 1: 39-45 
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s gree<ng, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your gree<ng, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 On the surface this seems to be a simple story. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth 
because a new baby is exci7ng and both of them are expec7ng.  But . . .Elizabeth is too 
old to have children and Mary is unwed.  Both of these women have reasons to feel 
shame, even to be shunned, because of their pregnancies.  Maybe they just wanted to 
hang out together for a liKle moral support fearing that other women will be talking 
behind their backs: 
 Did you hear about Elizabeth? And at her age!   
 Did you hear about Mary? She is not even married! 
  
 Then this simple visit becomes a big deal.  As John leaped in her womb, Elizabeth 
exclaims with a loud cry that Mary is the mother of her LORD.  She didn’t know that 
Mary was pregnant.  She didn’t know that Mary’s child would be Jesus.  Is Elizabeth a 
prophet?  (I googled prophets of the Bible and didn’t see her on the list.)  Prophet or 
not, this proclama7on was cri7cal.  There were many prophesies about Jesus’ coming.  
This one  announces that it is Mary’s baby who would be Lord.  

 Elizabeth welcomes Mary and these two women rejoice together.  They both 
know, in spite of possible rejec7on from many, that their children are to be special.  I am 
glad that Mary and Elizabeth had each other for support at this cri7cal 7me.   

Prayer: 
 Heavenly Father, we rejoice in the story of Mary and Elizabeth as it allows us to 
share in the an7cipa7on of the birth of both John and Jesus. May we have the faith of 
these two women and know that God is there for us in hard 7mes.  Help us to not judge 
others for their circumstances but act together to support each other.  Amen 

Vicki Russell 



Luke 1: 46b-55 
 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on 
all genera<ons will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from genera<on to 
genera<on. He has shown strength with his arm; he has sca^ered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
liOed up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 A young, single, girl who refers to herself as “lowly” has wriKen this 
beau7ful song of praise for what God has done for her. She is a virgin. She is 
pregnant. She is engaged to a man who is not her baby’s father. She could be cast 
away by her fiance, shunned from the society in which she lives, and live in shame 
as an outcast for the rest of her life. But instead she sings God’s praises! How 
extraordinary!  
 Reflec7ng on this reading brought to mind 7mes when I felt overwhelmed, 
depressed, or even wondered if God had abandoned me.  When situa7ons that I 
had not planned on appeared to be a hardship or a burden. And I also 
remembered how many of those 7mes ended up being “blessings in disguise”. I 
did not have the grace or faith to trust God’s plan and praise him during those 
7mes. When things worked out for the best, as they almost always have, then I 
offered God my thanks and praise.  
 So I will be reading this par7cular Bible verse over the Advent season this 
year, striving to TRUST. With my head as well as my heart.  

Prayer: 
 Dear God, help us to sing our own song of praise for the many blessings You 
have bestowed upon us, especially the gib of forgiveness in his Son, Jesus. Amen. 

Laurie Schuldt 



Christmas Eve — The Incarna)on 

John 1: 1-5, 10-14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it…He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

 These words from John serve as the proclama7on of the great mystery of 
the Incarna7on; literally the “enfleshment” of God in the world. In John’s 
prologue, the writer is proclaiming that God, the creator of the cosmos, made 
their dwelling place in the world. In human flesh. For the sake of the world that 
they love. 
 All of Advent has led up to this. Jesus is the Hope, the Peace, the Joy of 
Advent; the Love of God made flesh, dwelling in us.  We are the light-bearers now. 
We are manger where Jesus dwells, we are the Shepherds who tell the tale and 
we are the angels proclaiming “Glory to God in the Highest!” We are the hands 
doing God’s work in the world.  
 So, this Christmas, let us remember to keep space within ourselves for God 
to dwell, that we may always be people of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. 

Prayer: 
 God With Us, 
 Con7nue to make space for you to dwell within us. 
 Give us courage to proclaim your Love,  
 Shine through us that we may be the star poin7ng to Christ, 
 Unite our voices in song, proclaiming peace to your people on earth,    
 through your Son, Jesus the Christ. 
 Amen. 
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