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SEPTEMBER 2022

Shepherds’ Song

Back to School
Grace and Peace to you all, from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ.
Is it just me or did summer kind of feel like a “blink and you missed it” event? It seems
that just yesterday we were celebrating graduations and today many of us are getting ready
to jump back into the school year. Education, by this I mean learning how to think, and
acquiring knowledge that leads to wisdom, is vital to our growth as humans. Knowledge and
faith go hand in hand, as we grow in our knowledge of the world around us, as we learn to
use the intelligence and ability to think that God has gifted us with, we grow in empathy and
in faith. School is where our kids learn about the wider world and begin to think about how
what they are learning at school ts with their growing faith; a time when they begin to ask
questions about how the world works and what our purpose is in this world. School is also
the place where our young people practice living their faith; it is an opportunity to be kind,
even when people are not kind to you, a place to practice empathy and to befriend the
marginalized.
Martin Luther, the 16th century theologian, and founder of our denomination said this
about school:
"when the schools ourish, then things go well and the church is secure. Let us have
learned citizens and teachers... If there were no schools, who would take our place when we
die?...God has preserved the church through schools; they are its conservatories.”
This September, as school begins again, let’s lift up the students and the educators,
the volunteers and the staff members who may not get recognition all the time. Teaching and
learning are vocations, blessed by God, deserving of dignity and worthy of respect. As
people of God, let us not only pray for educators, paras, administrators, bus drivers, parents
and students; let us also work together to make sure that our schools are safe and that they
have what they need to do their best.
To all those who are going back to school, may God protect you and keep you safe,
may God sustain you and open your mind to knowledge, may God give you a heart of
kindness and of empathy, and may God bless this school year with Joy. In the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Yours in Christ,
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Pastor Jess

REDISCOVERING MACEDONIA BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Rediscovering Macedonia: A Biblical Conversation with 2 Corinthians 7:16-8:7
Bible Study Schedule
Dates with an * will be presented only online—there will be no Sunday session
Sunday, August 21 and Tuesday, August 23
Sunday, August 28 and Tuesday, August 30
*Tuesday only (online) September 6
*Tuesday only (online) September 13
*Tuesday only (online) September 20
Sunday, September 25 and Tuesday, September 27
Sunday, October 2 and Tuesday, October 4

Introduction
Session 1: Generosity
Session 2: Commitment
Session 3: Share
Session 4: Giving Freely
Session 5: Sacri ce
Session 6: Abundant Joy

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS

God’s Work Our Hands 2022
God’s Work Our Hands work day will be held on
Saturday, September 10 with a celebration planned for after
worship on Sunday, September 11. We have 4 opportunities
for you to help out in our community scheduled for Saturday
(Community Action House and Best Pals Animal Rescue) and
a chili cook-off and pot luck celebration which will be held on
Sunday. Get your best chili recipe ready. Will you be the chili
cook-off winner? Our noisy offering will be divided between the recipients. We will also collect
items needed by both organizations with a list available in September.
Watch for 4 sign up sheets to appear during August. It will be very important for you to sign
up so we know who will be participating and because our work locations need to know how many to
expect within the limits they have given us.
Saturday, September 10
8:30am - 11:30am Community Kitchen (6)
12:00pm - 2:00pm Community Action House Food Club (15)
9:00am - 11:00am Best Pals Animal Rescue (6 people each time slot)
11:00am - 1:00pm Best Pals Animal Rescue
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Sunday, September 11 Celebration Chili cook-off
Knowing how many to plan for is helpful so please sign up.
Sign up will include:
chili chefs
salads
desserts
The Mission and Outreach Team will provide, crackers, rolls, lunch meat/cheese, condiments
for sandwiches and table ware.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS WEEKEND
God’s Work Our Hands Weekend — September 10 and 11, 2022
Noisy Offering Recipients for September and October
Opportunities to Serve
On Saturday, September 10 there are 4 opportunities for you to serve
our community. Best Pals Animal Rescue at 13888 Blair Street needs a
community picnic table sanded and painted, kennels wiped clean and
socialization time with the cats and dogs. The times are either 9:00am 11:00 am or 11:00am - 1:00pm. Community Action House also has two
opportunities: Community Kitchen, 101 E 13th street, from 8:30am - 11:30am
where we will assist with preparing and serving breakfast and at the Food
Club, 739 Paw Paw Dr, from 12:00pm - 2:00 pm where donations need to be
sorted, expiration dates checked and shelves restocked.
On Sunday we will celebrate all of the volunteering we do all year with
a chili cook off. Sign up to bring chili, a salad or a dessert.
Both of these local non-pro ts will be our noisy offering recipients for
the months of September and October. The funds will be split between the
two organizations in addition to the in-kind donations we collect.
There are sign up sheets available in the commons. Contact a
member of the Mission and Outreach Team (Vicki Russell, Branden Bacon,
Lynda Parrott, Julie Wolff, Carolyn Willaman) for more information.

GWOH SPEAKERS
Thank you to our two God’s Work Our Hands speakers:

Scott Rumpsa, Executive Director, Community Action House
Scott thanked us for our support and reminded us of how successful
partnerships, like ours with the CAH, lead to successful outcomes
and what a bene t that is to our entire community.
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Michelle Kenat, Founder, BestPals Animal Rescue Center
Michelle described what BestPals is doing for animals in the Holland
area including taking in “owner surrender” pets; animals that an
owner can no longer care for. She
also encouraged visitors who are
welcome anytime to look for pets or,
more importantly, to play with and help
care for the animals at the rescue
center.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS: BESTPALS ANIMAL RESCUE CENTER

God’s Work Our Hands: BestPals Animal Rescue
From BestPals:
BestPals Animal Rescue Center is a No-Kill non-pro t rescue run by volunteers and funded
with donations by individuals, local businesses, and grants. We take in owner surrendered and
transferred dogs and cats when space and resources are available.
Our mission is to provide a guaranteed adoption for owner-surrendered companion animals
and to partner with other organizations to provide a No Kill community.
We are committed to ensuring that the cats and dogs in our care remain with us until the right
forever home is found for them. If for some reason, the cat or dog must be returned, we will always
accept it back. This sometimes happens when the adopter is no longer able to care for their pet.
We are so excited to welcome congregation members to BestPals for God’s Work Our Hands
day. It means so much to us to have the community see and take part in our work. We plan to sand
and repaint the community picnic table, wipe down kennels that get dusty and play with kitties for
socialization.
Website: bestpalsrescue.org
Email: info@bestpalsrescue.org
Facebook: www.facebook/BestPalsAnimalRescueCenter/

Items Good Shepherd will be collecting during September and October for
BestPals Animal Rescue:
Kitten and cat food: Hills, Iams or Fancy Feast dry or canned*
Dog food: Iams or Hills dry or canned*
Chewy gift cards
Cat litter
Disposable scratch pads
Cat toys (with wands)
Dog toys
Pee pads
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*No other brands please.

God’s Work Our Hands: Community Action House
Two of our God’s Work Our Hands opportunities are with Community Action House. At the
CAH Community Kitchen we will help prepare and serve breakfast and at the Food Club we will sort
donations and restock shelves.
Community Action House was started in 1969 to meet the needs of our community providing
a food pantry and clothing distribution. It wasn’t long before it became obvious that adequate
housing was also a major issue and the rental inspection program in the City of Holland was
created. In the mid 80’s case management services were offered to provide needed life skills and
referral to stable housing. Through a discussion with Western Theological Seminary in 1992 a
community kitchen, which is now nationally recognized, was established. Other collaborations led
to creating the Macatawa Resource Center which houses 13 agencies including the Community
Garden. The new Food Club is a membership-based grocery store that provides choice,
exibility, and access to healthy foods along with membership perks and support at the
Opportunity Hub.
The CAH mission: Provide area families and individuals with food, clothing, shelter and the
opportunity to build necessary skills to achieve a stable and prosperous life.
Website: communityactionhouse.org

Items we will be collecting during September and October for
the Community Action House Food Club:
Canned fruit in 100% juice
Low-sugar/no sugar added juice
Canned beans and peas
Dried beans (pinto)
Canned coconut milk
Corn and our tortillas
Healthy cooking oil (olive oil, coconut
oil, canola oil, grapeseed oil)
Flour
Spices
Alternative nut butters
Low sodium and low sugar items preferred
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GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS: COMMUNITY ACTION HOUSE

Broth
Whole wheat pasta
Gluten free pasta
Unsalted nuts
Ensure or protein drinks
Corn masa
Red lentils
Canned chilis
Laundry detergent
Dish soap
Tampons & pads
Baby wipes

FROM THE TREASURER

From Your TreasurerWe are wrapping up the summer season, vacations are
winding down and our kiddos are headed back to school.
Please come and visit us on Sundays...we would like to see
more of your smiling faces. Our ministries are busy with school
kits, CASA, Gods Work our Hands, Quilters, Bible studies, team
meetings, choir is restarting, and of course Sunday service in
person and online.
Our church and ministries depend on you. Please prayerfully
consider supporting our ministries.

Financial snapshot thru 7/31/2022:
Operating /mortgage contributions $100,624
Expenses
$107,672
Over / (short)
($7,048)
If you have any questions, please ask any Council member
or Michael Russell.
Michael Russell
Treasurer

FROM ESCAPE MINISTRIES CAREER CONNECTIONS
Dear Friends at Good Shepherd Church —
Thank you so much for making our youth
a priority in your ministry and in your hearts
this summer. The hearty lunch you brought,
brought smiles and sustenance, and the pens
and basketballs were used DAILY for learning
and fun! It was clear your hearts were full as
you showed up and made acquaintance with
our kids & leaders. Thanks for helping make
our community more beautiful!
AJ & Team Escape

BOOK GROUP
September Selection:
Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty
by Patrick Radden Keefe

Book Group

September’s selection is Empire of Pain: The Secret
History of the Sackler Dynasty by Patrick Radden Keefe.
Empire of Pain is a deeply disturbing book…because it is so
powerfully written and because it is a quintessential example
of what happens when regulators and justice of cials are as
single-mindedly pro t hungry as drug pushers.
It follows the highly addictive painkiller the Sackler
family marketed at great pro t and with disastrous results for
the public. Books are available for pick-up.
Discussion on September 21, 2022.
Questions? Contact Ellie Buggeln.
Looking Ahead:
October Selection:
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
by Kim Michele Richardson
October’s selection, lead by Corinne Becker, is The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. It is a novel inspired by the true blue-skinned people
of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library service of the
1930’s. It is a story of raw courage, erce strength, and one woman’s belief that books
can carry us anywhere - even back home. Richardson’s characters are unforgettable
and inspirational.
Books will be available at church on Sunday, September 25th.
Book Group discussion is October 19, 2022.

ONLINE DEVOTIONS
Online Devotions
Join us for a weekly online devotional video that you can nd on our YouTube page* and our
Facebook page* Each week Pastor posts a short devotion where she invites you to “hold space” for
a scripture passage, question, topic or ‘wondering’.
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*Find us on YouTube: GSLC Holland, MI
*Find us on Facebook: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-ELCA-Holland, MI
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI

CHOIR NEWS
Choir Practice Resumes
We will resume choir practice on
Monday, September 12, 2022, 6:30 — 7:30 pm.
Rehearsals are every Monday beginning at 6:30.
During our rst practice, we will be discussing music choices and
where they will best t in the Sunday Services and, of course, singing.

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RETURN

Of ce hours are returning to their
regular schedule after Labor Day.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00 am — 2:00 pm

KITCHEN RECYCLING BIN
News regarding the Kitchen Recycling Bin:
I have been emptying the recycling bin in the kitchen at church and taking the
items to our recycle bin at home. We live in Holland and they have pretty speci c
instructions for what can go into the recycle bin. You see we are told that any
contamination of the items will ruin the recycling process. They have to use a lot
of labor to sort out the contaminated items. These contaminated items then end
up in the trash.
We are also told that the recyclable items must be clean and dry to be recycled.
Clean means it must be washed clean. If any smear of a food item is left on the
container it will grow bacteria, become black, and smell. Please, wash o every
item you put into the bin. The last time it took me an hour and a half to clean up
the contaminated items that had been placed in the kitchen recycling bin.
Plastic bags do not go into this bin. Meijer has a container at its entrance that
will recycle plastic bags. Please do not put them in the recycle bin in the kitchen.
If someone else wants to share this task with me please let me know.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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Dennis Willaman

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS

LWR School Kits
Last Day to Drop O Supplies: September 7, 2022
This year we have been blessed by a grant from
Thrivent which assisted in purchasing supplies from
Target online. When it was brought to Target’s attention
that some shipping boxes arrived with damaged
contents, they refunded our money. This is allowing us
to purchase more backpacks and supplies.
Supplies will be collected
August 1 - September 7, 2022.
We are also collecting money to help
o -set the cost of postage.
Questions? Contact:
Ellie Buggeln: 616-399-0591, elliebuggeln@gmail.com
Sharon Wendt: 616-399-0204, kiwiynk@yahoo.com

SOLAR PANEL UPDATE
Roof Solar Panel Update:
The stewardship committee has been looking into the possibility of using solar panels to
reduce the Consumer’s Energy bill for the church. Solar panels may also reduce the CO2
emissions e ecting Climate Change which many of us are concerned about. Solar panels would
require an initial capital investment that the congregation probably cannot a ord. The treasurer
and council president were not receptive to trying to raise funds to accomplish this e ort.
As an alternative the stewardship committee has found an organization called Chart House
Energy in Muskegon that will put solar panels on the church roof at no cost to the church for 20
years. Their business plan is to give the church a small reduction in their energy bill each month
and the option of purchasing the solar panel system from them at a depreciated rate anytime after
5 years. If we didn’t purchase the solar panel system they would still own the system and we
would continue to pay them a slightly reduced energy bill each month. If we purchased the
system we may see as much as a 50% reduction in the church’s energy bill.
In either case, solar panels on the church roof will show that this congregation cares about
fossil fuel emission contamination of our atmosphere and is trying to do something about it.
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The stewardship committee is pursuing this possibility further. If you have any questions
about this investigation please contact Dennis Willaman.

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Our Church Finances
As you know, for the church to exist it needs nancial support. With your nancial
support we can function as a church and do many wonderful, God inspired activities for
ourselves, our community, and the world. The church treasurer held a meeting in the
commons area recently to give us the status of the church treasury. It turns out we are using
up our reserves because we do not have enough contributions each month to pay all of the
bills. (See Mike Russell for details)
This congregation has been very generous. With in ation hitting everyone hard it is
di cult to make our personal budgets. I see people giving, in anyway they can, of their time
and talents. I’m sure you feel you are giving as much of your nances as you can a ord,
also. The simple fact, however, is that we don’t have enough to pay all the bills. Thank God
we have some savings but that won’t last very long. The council has adjusted the church
expenditures as much as possible. If there is any chance you can adjust your expenses to
also give a little more to the church, that would be wonderful and extremely helpful.
You are a loving, generous people and somehow, I hope, we will make it through these
di cult times.
In October we will be asking you to estimate your household giving for the calendar
year 2023. This information will help the council create a 2023 budget that must be
submitted to the Synod after the annual congregation meeting in February.
May God bless each and every one of you for your generous service to do God’s work
through Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
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Dennis Willaman; Chairman

NOORDELOOS CRC BLOOD DRIVE
Noordeloos Christian Reformed Church
Fall Blood Drive!
Tuesday, September 20, 2022
1:00 - 7:00 pm
Noordeloos Christian Reformed Church (our neighbor!)
4055 112th Ave, Holland, MI 49424
Appointments preferred, Walk-Ins welcomed as we are able.
866.642.5663 to make an appointment
or
Use the QR Code from the yer on the bulletin board in the Commons.

SUNDAY SERVANTS — SEPTEMBER

Sunday Servants Needed for September
Please help us ll the spaces. Volunteer to be a Sunday Servant
Use the form in the Commons or contact Deb in the of ce.
616.772.4075 or gslc.of ce@icloud.com
Worship Leader/
Communion
Assistant

Date

Reader

Usher

Communion SetUp/Clean-Up

Counters

Sept. 4
13th
Sunday of
Pentecost

WL -

1.

CA- Kris Norvell

2.

Sept. 11
14th
Sunday of
Pentecost

WL -

1.

CA- Kerry Johnson

2.

Sept. 18
15th
Sunday of
Pentecost

WL -

1.

CA - Lynda Parrott

2.

Sept. 25
16th
Sunday of
Pentecost

WL -

1.

CA -

2.
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Floyd Norvell

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE

New Cleaning Schedule
The new cleaning schedule for September and October is below. Please
take a turn and sign up to clean.
Dates

Name(s)

Weeks of
Sept. 4 - 10
Sept. 11 - 17
Weeks of
Sept. 18 - 24
Sept. 25- Oct. 1

Ludwigs
Ludwigs

Weeks of
Oct. 2 - 8
Oct. 9 - 15
Weeks of
Oct. 16 - 22
23 - 29

Sign-up is for a 2-week period and includes cleaning all areas of the church building:
sanctuary, sacristy, entrance, hallway, bathrooms,
kitchen, conference room,

To sign-up:
Use the Cleaning Schedule form in the Commons
or Contact Deb in the of ce:
gslc.of ce@icloud.com
616.772.4075

FELLOWSHIP — SEPTEMBER 2022

Fellowship Sign-up.
Set Up & Clean Up

Treats

September 4, 2022
September 11, 2022

God’s Work Our Hands
Lunch

September 18, 2022

Rob and Lynda Parrott
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September 25, 2022

“USING OUR RESOURCES WISELY”
“Using Our Resources Wisely”
Are you feeling left out when it comes to taking care of this beautiful facility
God has blessed us with? Well, here's your opportunity to make a difference. You’ll
be helping your church family, honoring God, and you’ll feel good about yourself. It’s
a win win.
We have a sheet on the bulletin board of things needing to be done around the
church. A maintenance sheet that will give you the opportunity to put your God given
talents to work.
The sheet has an area where you can pick a task and do it on your timeline. It
also has an area where you can put down things you may see needing to be done, but
just don’t know how to do them.
We have been blessed with a lot of talented people in this congregation. This is a
way for those talents to shine (on your time). If you have questions, please contact any
of our council members: Jessica Bacon, Steve Johnson, Rob Parrott, Vicki Russell and
Julie Wolff.

Sample Sheet:
Maintenance Work or Repairs List
Maintenance Work or
Repairs Needed

Date
Posted

Helper’s Name
Who is doing the work?

Date
Completed

Suggestions/Information:
If purchased parts: brand name? part
name? What made the task easier?

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
Sunday Services and Activities are also on-line.
Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, also available via YouTube 10:00 am
Rediscovering Macedonia Bible Study, Sundays on site, Tuesdays online: see calendar
for speci c dates.
Choir Rehearsals, Begin September 12, 2022, Mondays at 6:30 pm
Quilter’s Meet, Tuesdays, 10:30 am on site
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10:15 am
Book Group, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 4:30 pm

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE
Thanks for putting my name in the
bulletin. Now that I’m down the road a few
months, I have been feeling the loss a bit more
with some depression type feelings. I’m ne
but I do appreciate the Good Shepherd family
remembering me.
Dale Cramer
Rec’d via email August 4, 2022

The Measure of our Love
Computers connected via internet = Families

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Family
Thank you for serving Escape Ministries.
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus
through your service, hospitality and giving. God is
moving through us! All of our summer school
students completed their work and did so at an A/B
average!! Thank you for your partnership. Blessings
on your ministry!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Todd
Rec,d August 9, 2022

Total Sunday Attendance:
Families:
Average Sunday Attendance:

September
Dylana Eisaman 1
Pam Evans 6
Kassidy Aikens 14
Julia Wentz 14
Nolan Hurt 18
Alyssa McCaughan 25

Elliott & Dylana Eisaman 5
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Anniversaries
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Birthdays

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Church Council Members:
Jessica Bacon, Secretary
Steve Johnson
Rob Parrott, President
Vicki Russell
Julie Wolff, Vice President

(920) 889-8706,
(616) 212-6833,
(616) 836-0172,
(616) 796-8606,
(616) 566-6251,

jessica.lois.bacon@gmail.com
sgjcfp@gamil.com
parrott@chartermi.net
vicki0528@gmail.com
wolffwife@gmail.com

PASTOR JESS’ SCHEDULE
Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.
Phone: (616) 403-4660
Email: pj.gslc@gmail.com
To view Pastor’s weekly in-of ce hours, look on the Breeze
calendar on our website at goodshepherdhollandmi.com

IN OUR AUGUST PRAYERS
In Our August Prayers…
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• Our Sympathies: Beth Brumbalow, friend of Lois Robinson, passed away, Thursday, August 18, 2022. Please
keep Beth’s family and friends in prayer during this time.
• Joining the Service: Ryan Felgenhauer, William Felgenhauer, and Evan Felgenhauer (great-nephews of Kerry
Johnson) have all joined the Service.
• In Thanksgiving: Randy Kasdorf (friend of Parrotts) successfully healing from his stroke, Linda Payne’s back
surgery went well and she’s recovering nicely (Lois’ daughter), Janice Russell has healed completely (Mike
Russell’s sister-in-law).
• Healing/Peace: Lucas Barton, diagnosed with Dushanes Muscular Dystrophy (son of friends of Julie Wolff), Zach
Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Patricia Brad eld, Beth Brumbalow moved to palliative care (friend of Lois
Robinson), Selena Casillas, 8 yrs old-diagnosed with cancer (friend of Ellen Lichtman), Dale Cramer, Bret
D’Agostino, prayers for secure housing, Kody De Haan, Merissa DelaGarza (Deb P-G’s daughter), recovery from
ankle surgery, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Jim Flier (friend of Brian Underhill) has cancer. Jessie George
(Deb P-G’s daughter), Carol Grossman (Steve’s mother), diagnosed with cancer, Larry Heckel, Randy Kasdorf
(friend of Parrotts) suffered a stroke, Cathy Kelly, Iris Mears, (PJ’s godmother), upcoming back surgery, Richard
and Joanne Mueller (Terry’s parents), Diane Oberlin (former attendee) has cancer, Rita Ponstein, (Sally’s sister-inlaw), having kidney transplant June 27, Howard Reister diagnosed with cancer (Sally & Ellen’s brother), Roland
Rivera, Casey Rostos’ brain tumor has returned, needs surgery again (friend of Norvells) Janice Russell (Mike’s
sister-in-law), Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Russ & Rita Taylor (Julie Wolff’s parents), Justin Walker
(Pastor’s husband), Jon Wiening.
• Prayers for Our World: As the body of Christ in the world we pray for the people of Ukraine, that they may know
that God is with them. We pray that God will open President Putin's heart to God's wisdom and end the violence
against the Ukrainian people. We also pray for the victims of gun violence, their families and friends.
• Healthy Pregnancy: Ann (daughter of Kerry Johnson’s friend).
• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Bonita Zielke,
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Ryan Felgenhauer, William Felgenhauer, and Evan
Felgenhauer (great-nephews of Kerry Johnson), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and sonin-law), Andrew Wagner (Patricia Brad eld’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s son-in-law).
• Prayer Partners: St. James Lutheran Church, Rev. Mary Hughes, Rogers City; St. John Lutheran Church, Rev.
Mary Hughes, Rogers City; Messiah Lutheran Church, Roscommon; Prince of Peace Lutheran, Rev. Nan Dehnke,
Rose City.

